THE GRECO-TURKISH WAR          209
down and destroy the enemy's fighting forces. All
other movements and destruction are subsidiary to this
end. Napoleon points out that the concentration on the
capture of an important town has ruined many a com-
mander. In advancing from their poor winter position
to the line covering the railway in front of them the
Greeks had full justification. Their subsequent plan
in August was to rush at Angora 200 miles to the east,
destroy it, frighten the Turks and then, having won a
moral position, to fall back on the old line and come
to terms with the enemy. But Angora was no more
than a village, and behind it were unlimited mountains
and desert spaces, and men fighting for their homes.
Having failed to obtain their objective, the Greeks
endeavoured to attain their end on their retreat by
systematic destruction. They destroyed the whole area.
They tore up every mile of the permanent way of the
railway. They cut down the trees, killed every Turk
who was foolish enough to be still there, and for 200
miles behind them left desolation and the villages flat
with the ground.
Their new line covered the railway. Its communica-
tions with the base were a good road that was well
protected and a railway that was open to sudden raids.
In due course the Turks reorganized their badly mauled
forces, and followed up the enemy. They took up a
position facing the Greeks and there for a year, except
for outpost encounters, the hostile forces sat immobile.
Victory ky with the side that had the greater morale,
and the greater amount of grit and staying power.
The odds began to swing over to the Turks. The
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